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Between Feb. 23 and March 2, the Public Opinion Institute of the Central American University of
El Salvador (IUDOP) conducted an opinion poll on party preference for the March 10 elections,
and of attitudes regarding political parties' trustworthiness and interest representation, among
other issues. The sample was proportionately stratified by socio- economic category, geographical
location (respondents from 13 of 14 departments were interviewed), and urban-rural residence.
(The latter consisted of five urban categories, and one rural.) Results were based on personal
interviews with 1,253 persons. Nearly 74% of all respondents said that political violence had
increased (38.8%) or remained the same (38.5%) since the beginning of the election campaign
period. Of the remainder, 18.9% said violence had declined. A total 40.5% of respondents said
the political parties competing in the March 10 elections had not articulated how they intend to
resolve the nation's problems. In contrast, 34.9% said the parties had provided information on their
plans. According to 69.4% of respondents, political candidates' campaign oratory was insincere,
motivated instead by their attempts to obtain votes. When asked to identify the party which "best
represents the interests of people like you," respondents replied as follows: Nationalist Republican
Alliance (ARENA), 23.9%; Christian Democrats, 11.4%; Democratic Convergence, 6.1%; National
Conciliation Party (PCN), 3.0%; Nationalist Democratic Union (UDN), 1.4%; Authentic Christian
Movement (MAC), 0.3%; Democratic Action (AD), 0.2%; none of the parties, 39.1%; and, do not
know/no response, 14.4%. Over half (54.3%) of all respondents said they would prefer a "balance"
of opposition and ruling party representation in the National Assembly. Next, 19.8% said they
preferred that the ruling party maintain a majority in the legislature, and 9.9% indicated preference
for an opposition majority. A total 40.3% of respondents said they believed the March 10 elections
would be characterized by fraud, compared to 31% who disagreed. On party preference for the
upcoming elections, respondents' replies follow: ARENA, 28.8%; Christian Democrats, 14.7%;
Democratic Convergence, 7.7%; PCN, 3.2%; UDN, 1.1%; AD, 0.6%; MAC, 0.5%; none, 15%; do
not know/no response, 27.2%. [Basic data from 03/06/91 issue of Proceso (published by Central
American University, San Salvador)]
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